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ments; biit without the corresponding increase in the
rank and file of the remaining regiments, on which
the Indian Government had so strongly insisted. As
regards the native forces, the artillery reductions were
sanctioned; but the Secretary of State thought that
the cavalry and infantry reductions bore too heavily
on the Madras army. He proposed an alternative
plan which would have broken up two regiments of
Bengal cavalry, and one in each of the other Presi-
dencies ; with six regiments of native infantry, two in
each Presidency. The Indian Government did not
think that the military requirements of Northern India,
with its great frontier towards Central Asia, permitted
of this arrangement being carried out; and suggested
as a compromise the reduction of 3 regiments of
Native cavalry (one in each Presidency), and 8
regiments of Native infantry (2 in Bengal, 4 in
Madras, arid 2 in Bombay). After a careful re-
consideration, and having received the views of Lord
Napier of Magdala (who did not on this point coin-
cide with the preceding Commander-in-Chief, Lord
Sandhurst), Her Majesty's Government failed to
see their way to accepting the compromise, and
suggested a third scheme, which would have reduced
the rank and file of the Native army to the extent
of 9,000 men equally in the three Presidencies. The
Government of India believed that such a reduction
would be unsafe from a military point of view, and
returned to the proposals which it had previously
submitted. Thus the question remained at the time
of Lord Mayo's death.